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THE  INTERNATIONAL  INSTITUTE  OF  AGRICULTURE 


The  origin  of  the  Institute  is  shown  in  the  following  letter  of  H.  M. 
the  King  of  Italy  to  the  Prime  Minister  H.  E.  Giov.  Giolitti. 

Dear  President, 

Mr.  David  Lubin,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  has  made  a  proposal 
to  me,  with  all  the  ardor  of  sincere  conviction,  and  it  seems  to  me  both  wise  and 
useful,  and  I  therefore  recommend  it  to  the  consideration  of  my  Government. 


H.  M.  VICTOR    EMMANUEL    III 
Founder  of  the  Institute 


Farmers,  who  generally  form  the  most  numerous  class  m  a  country  and 
have  everywhere  a  great  influence  on  the  destinies  of  nations,  can  not, 
if  they  remain  isolated,  make  sufficient  provision  for  the  improvement  of  the 
various  crops  and  their  distribution  m  proportion  to  the  needs  of  consumers, 
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nor  protect  their  own  interests  on  the  market,  which,  as  far  as  the  more  important 
produce  of  the  soil  is  concerned,  is  tending  to  become  more  and  more  one  market 
for  the  whole  world. 

Therefore,  considerable  advantage  might  be  derived  from  an  International 
Institute,  which,  with  no  political  object,  would  undertake  to  study  the  condit- 
ions of  agriculture  in  the  various  countries  of  the  world,  periodically  publishing 
reports  on  the  amount  and  character  of  the  crops,  so  as  to  facilitate  production, 
render  commerce  less  expensive  and  more  rapid,  and  establish  more  suitable 
prices. 

This  Institute,  coming  to  an  understanding  with  the  various  national 
offices  already  existing  for  the  purpose,  would  also  supply  precise  information 
on  the  conditions  of  agricultural  labour  in  various  localities,  so  as  to  serve 
as  a  safe  and  useful  guide  for  emigrants  ;  promote  agreements  for  miUual 
defence  against  diseases  of  plants  and  animals,  where  individual  action  is 
insufficient,  and,  finally,  would  exercise  an  action  favourable  to  the  develop- 
ment of  rural  co-operation,  agricultural  insurance  and  credit. 

The  benefits  attained  by  means  of  such  an  Institute,  a  bond  of  union 
between  all  farmers  and  consequently  an  important  influence  for  peace,  would 
certainly  be  manifold.  Rome  would  be  a  suitable  place  for  its  inauguration, 
at  which  the  representatives  of  the  adhering  States  and  the  larger  Associations 
concerned  might  assemble,  and  harmonise  the  authority  of  Governments  with 
the  free  energies  of  the  farmers. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  nobility  of  the  aim  will  suffice  to  overcome  the 
difficulties  of  the  enterprise. 


And  in  this  faith  I  sign  myself. 


Rome,  January  24th.,  1905. 


Your  affectionate  cousin, 
Victor  EmmannueIv. 


In  consequence  of  this  letter  the  International  Institute  of  Agri- 
culture was  founded  by  act  of  the  International  Treaty  of  June  7th.,  1905. 
The  Treaty  was  ratified  by  40  Governments,  and  twelve  others  have 
since  adhered  to  it,  so  that,  at  the  present  time,  almost  the  whole  civilised 
world  is  included. 

The  seat  of  the  Institute  is  at  Rome.  According  to  the  Treaty  it  is 
a  "government  institution  in  which  each  adhering  power  is  represented 
by  delegates  of  its  choice.  '\f  It  is  administered  by  a  General  Assembly 
and  by  a  Permanent  Committee.  The  President  is  the  Marchese  Raffaele 
Cappelli,  delegate  of  Italy  ;  the  Vice-President,  Mr.  lyouis  Dop,  delegate  of 
France  ;  and  the  General  Secretary,  Prof.  Giovanni  lyorenzoni.  The  staff 
now  numbers  97. 


The  revenue  of  the  Institute  is  derived  from  contributions  paid  by- 
each  of  the  adhering  nations  according  to  the  group  in  which  the  nation  is 
inscribed,  as  estabHshed  by  the  Treaty.  In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Treaty  the  present  revenue  will  be  increased  from  810,000  to 
1,150,000  francs  [(including  300,000  francs  a  year  contributed  by  His 
Majesty  the  ICing  of  Italy). 

The  Institute,  confining  its  operations  within,  the  international  sphere, 
performs  the  following  work  : 


Mr.    DAVID    LUBIN. 


I.  —  By  means  of  its  Bureau  of  General  Statistics,  acting  under 
authority  of  Article  9  of  the  Treaty,  paragraphs  (a)  and  (b),  it  collects, 
co-ordinates  and  publishes,  as  promptly  as  possible,  statistical  data  on 
crops  and  livestock,  the  trade  in  agricultural  products,  and  their 
prices  on  the  different  markets.  In  its  crop-reporting  data,  telegraphically 
transmitted  to  the  tiations  concerned,  it  gives  the  total  supply  of  a  staple 
for  each  country  as  a  single  numerical  statement  in  percentage  form.  It 
also  summarises  in  the  same  form  of  a  single  numerical  statement,  the  total 
for  all  countries,  or  for  those  at  least  which  have  supplied  the  data.  This 
mode  of  reporting  gives  an  official  statement  readily  understood  by 
all   con.cem.ed,    as    illustrated    by  the   following :     100   representing    the 
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average,  if  the  single  numerical  statement  be  given  as  102  it  would  show 
that  the  summary  of  supply  for  the  countries  indicated  is  2  %  above  the 
average  ;  if  it  be  given  as  98  it  would  indicate  2  %  below  the  average. 

Telegraphic  reports  of  the  "  single  numerical  statement  "  and  of  other 
important  data  are  furnished  to  the  governments  of  the  adhering  States 
and  are  published  monthly  by  the  press  of  the  world.  (See  note  A).  Be- 
sides this  the  crop-reporting  information  is  set  forth  in  fuller  detail  in    the 


Count    FAINA 
Honorary  President  of  the  Institute. 


monthly  Bulletin  of  Agricultural  Statistics  which  is  published  simul- 
taneously in  five  languages.  A  subdivision  of  this  Bulletin  forms  the 
section  on  Commercial  Statistics,  and  gives  the  data  for  the  adhering 
countries  as  to  exports,  imports  and  prices  of  the  agricultural  staples. 

The  Institute  also  publishes  an  International  Year  Book  of  Agricul- 
tural Statistics,  which  contains  summary  tables  of  the  above  information 
on  crop-areas  and  yields.  This  jYear  Book  also  contains  tables  on  area 
and  population  of  the  adhering  countries,  the  division  of  the  total  area 
into  productive  and  unproductive  areas,  and  the  distribution  of-the  pro- 
ductive area  between  the  main  categories  of  cultivation. 


special  monographs  on  agricultnral  statistical  questions  are  published 
from  time  to  time. 

Since  1910  the  Bureau  of  General  Statistics  has  been  under  the  direction 
of  Professor  Umberto  Ricci. 

2.  —  The  Bureau  of  Agric%iUural  Intelligence  and  Plant  Diseases 
collects,  elaborates,  and  publishes  information  of  a  technical  nature  on 
agricultitre,  agricultural  industries,  stock-breeding,  etc.     It  makes  known 


The  Marquis    CAPPELLI. 
President   of   the    Institute. 


the  new  diseases  of  plants  which  may  appear  in.  any  part  of  the  world,  and 
if  possible,  their  remedies.  The  Bureau  publishes  each  month,  in  four 
languages,  a  Bulletin  of  Agricultural  Intelligence  and  Diseases  of  Plants, 
as  well  as  occasional  monographs. 

Since  the  end  of  1911,  this  Bureau  has  been  directed  by  Dr.  A.  Hermes. 
3.  —  The  Bureau,  of  Economic  and  Social  Intelligence  collects, 
elaborates,  and  publishes  information  concerning  agricultural  co-operation, 
insurance,  and  credit,  as  well  as  other  questions  of  agricultural  economy. 
It  issues  monthly,  in  five  languages,  a  Bulletin  of  Social  and  Economic 
Intelligence,  and  from  time  to  time  special  monographs. 


THE    INSTITUTE   BUILDING 
seen  from  the  Pincio. 


DETAIL    OF    THE    FAQADE. 


Since  June,  igio,  the  Biireati  has  been  under  the  direction  of  Prof. 
G.  lyorenzoni,  who  is  now  also  General  Secretary  of  the  Institute. 

4.  —  The  Library  collects  the  books  and  documents  required  for  the  work 
of  the  technical  bureaux.  It  receives  regularly  2,225  periodicals,  in.  addition 
to  which  it  possessed  on  October  7th.,  1912,  25,457  volumes  and  23,604 
pamphlets.  In  cataloguing  the  contents  of  the  lyibrary  the  "decimal" 
system  has  been,  adopted. 
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ONE   OF   THE   DIVISIONS   OF   THE    LIBRARY. 


The  lyibrary  publishes  a  Weekly  Bibliographical  Bulletin,  in.  which 
are  indicated  the  books  received,  as  well  as  the  most  important  articles 
noted  by  the  technical  bureaux  when  examining  the  periodicals. 

5.  — The  General  Secretary's  Office  publishes  an  International  Year  Book 
of  Agyicidtiiral  Legislation,  containing  the  laws  relating  to  agriculture 
enacted  in.  the  countries  adhering  to  the  Institute. 

6.  —  Bach  bureau  of  the  Institute  collects  and  classifies  a  large  amount 
of  bibliographical  and  other  data  in.  order  to  form  Scientific  Archives,  which 
serve  as  the  basis  for  a  full  and  regular  service  of  information  to  the  Go- 
vernments of  the  adhering  States. 

7.  —  The  Permanent  Committee  and  the  General  Assembly  have  autho- 
rity under  iVrt.  9,  (f),  of  the  Treaty,  to  "  submit  to  the  approval  of  the 
Governments,  if  there  be  occasion  for  it,  measures  for  the  protection  of  the 
common  interests  of  farmers  ap.d  for  the  improvement  of  their  condition.  " 

Among  the  practical  results  of  the  Institute's  work,  the  following  may 
be  mentioned  : 


HALL  FOR  THE  PERMANENT  COMMITTEE  AND  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 


RECEPTION   ROOM. 


1.  —  In  consequence  of  a  resolution,  of  the  General  Assembly  in.  1909, 
four  countries  have  already  enacted  laws  for  the  protection  of  useful 
liirds. 

2.  —  In  response  to  the  request  made  by  the  General  Assembly  to, 
the  adhering  States  to  undertake  experiments  in  regard  to  "dry-farming", 
the  Hungarian  Minister  of  Agriculture  decided  to  make  such  experiments 
on  15,000  hectares  of  land  situated-  in  different  parts  of  Hungary. 


STAIRCASE. 


3.  —  In  May,  1911,  the  General  Assembly  adopted  the  recommen- 
dations of  a  report  on  the  organisation  of  Agricultural  Meteorology,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  lyOiiis  Dop,  delegate  of  France.  lycss  than  two  months 
later  the  French  Government  appointed  a  special  Commission  to  study  the 
question  and  a  considerable  sum  has  since  then  been  voted  to  organising 
a  meteorological  service  in  France  on  the  lines  recommended  by  the  Inst- 
itute. A  special  International  Commission  met  in.  Rome  in  April  with 
the  object  of  making  uniform  the  systems  of  agricultural  meteorology  in 
use  in  the  various  coim. tries.     (See  Note  B). 

4.  —  In  the  matter  of  crop-reporting  and  agricultural  statistics, 
eleven  countries  which,  up  to  1910,  did  not  publish  statistics  on  the  state 


of  their  crops,  adopted  in  that  year  the  system  proposed  by  the  Institute. 
Five  other  countries  modified  their  systems  to  make  them  conform  with 
that  of  the  Institute.  Italy  has  organised  an  entirely  new  system  of  agri- 
cultural statistics.  Austria  and  Germany  have  altered  the  date  for  report- 
ing on  their  crop  conditions,  making  it  the  15th  of  each  month.     In  Prussia 
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an  approximate  estimate  of  the  yield  is  now  made  a  month  before  the 
harvest,  and  it  is  proposed  to  extend  the  same  system  to  the  whole  of  the 
German  Empire.  Finally,  in  Russia,  the  Council  of  Ministers  has  decided 
on  a  complete  reorganisation  of  its  system  of  agricultural  statistics,  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Institute. 

The  sig.n.ificance  of  all  this  becomes  manifest  when,  it  is  borne  in.  mind 
that  the  information  on.  the  total  of  the  world 's  supply  is  the  main  factor 
in  price  formation  for  the  staples  of  agriculture.  Hitherto  the  summary 
of  the  supply  has  been  the  work  of  private  and  irresponsible  crop-report- 
ing agencies.  The  Institute,  by  publishing  the  official  summar}*  for  all  the 
adhering  countries  which  supply  the  data,  safeguards  markets  from  the 
manipulation  of  pices  by  prrivate  interested  parties. 
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Note  A. 

In  his  Report  to  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  crop-reporting  service, 
Dr.  Mtiller,  the  delegate  of  Germany,  and  President  of  the  Statistical  Com- 
mission of  the  Institute,  says  : 

('  The  crop-reporting  work  is  an  instrument  of  which  the  Institute  avails  itself  to 
accomplish  the  principal  task  entrusted  to  it  —  the  solution  of  one  of  the  most  important 
economic  problems  of  modern  times,   —  the  equitable  and    most  profitable    distribution  of 

the  world's  products The  Institute  was  instructed  to  take  up    statistics  and  crop-re- 

jx>rting  and  use  them  as  an  instrument  for  performing  the  great  work  it  was  to  do  in 
contributing  towards  the  equitable  formation  of  prices,  in  assisting  the  producers  to  obtain 
that  influence  on  price  formation  which  they  should  have,  in  exercising  a  control  over 
markets,  and  in  eliminating  illegitimate  and  harmful  influences  on  price  formation....  In  the 
organisation  of  a  service  of  information  and  control  for  agriculture  and  the  trade  in  agri- 
cultural staples  such  an  international    body    as    this    Instituts  is   essential It    was   an 

easy  matter  to  express  the  wish  to  exercise  an  effective  control,  but  in  ihe  absence  of  an 
international  centre  the  possibility  of  such  control  dia  not  exist.  The  International 
Institute  of  Agriculture  has  made  this  control  possible  ». 


Note  B. 

Primarily,  the  work  of  the  Instittite  in  this  direction  is  intended  as 
a  step  in  the  evolution  of  the  science  of  meteorology,  a  step  taken  in  the 
interest  of  the  adhering  countries,  in  order  that  this  science  may  attain, 
everywhere  the  high  degree  of  development  it  has  reached  in  the  United 
States.  Daily  weather  reports  are  there  supplied  to,  and  exhibited  in,  all 
the  post-offices  and  other  public  places  for  the  information  of  the  people 
from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic,  and  from  the  northern  lake  States  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  thus  centralising  and  un.ifying  the  meteorological  services 
of  all  the  States  in.  the  Union,  and  thereby  rendering  them  of  economic 
benefit  to  all.  And  what  is  done  in  this  way  in  the  United  States,  the 
Institute  proposes  should  be  done,  pri marly  in  theinterest  of  agriculture, 
by  all  the  nations  adhering. 

Nor  is  this  all.  It  is  but  the  beginning.  Some  few  years  ago  the 
Chief  Officer  of  the  United  States  meteorological  service  for  the  Pacific 
Coast,  stationed  at  San  Francisco,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  if  the  Inter- 
national Institute  of  Agriculture  were  to  take  the  initiative  towards  the 
internationalisation  of  this  service,  it  would  ultimately  lead  to  the  perfecting 
of  meteorological  science  to  a  degree  which  would  raise  it  from  the  em- 
pirical stage  it  is  in  to-day,  and  place  it  on  the  scientific  level  now  at- 
tained in  the  kr).owledge  of  ocean  currents,  where  a  knowledge  of  the  laws 
govem.ing  the  movements  of  atmospheric  currents  would  benefit  agri- 
culture as  the  knowledge  of  the  laws  governing  the  movements  of  ocean 
currents  now  benefits  navigation  and  commerce. 
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In  the  opinion  of  this  officer  it  is  necessary  to  supplement  the  know- 
ledge of  ocean  currents  by  the  kindred  knowledge  of  atmospheric  cur- 
rents ;  for  jttst  as  the  ocean  currents  are  govem.ed  by  laws  which  act 
and  react  upon  their  ebb  and  flow,  so  progress  on  an  international  scale 
in  meteorological  science  may  indicate  regularity  in  the  ebb  and  flow  of 
the  currents  of  the  air.  In  other  words,  these  two  phenomena  may 
ultimately  be  found  to  be  correlated  and  reducible  to  common  laws, 
which,  when  ascertained,  would  confer  additional  benefits  ov.  navigation 
and  commerce,  and  above  all  on  agriculture. 


The  Permanent  Committee  op  the 
International   Institute  of  Agriculture. 
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